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Abstract

Living in an urban groundwater ecosystem comes with many challenges for its inhabitants.
In Central Europe, groundwater fauna has adapted to a dark, cold, and typically energy-
poor habitat for thousands of years, making these highly specialised animals susceptible to
short-term (years to decades) changes in environmental conditions. In urban areas, many
anthropogenic pressures like surface sealing, subsurface infrastructures, organic pollution,
or accumulation of toxicants impact the groundwater ecosystem. On top, the urban
subsurface is heating up with an enormous speed, characterized by the formation of
subsurface urban heat islands. With urban groundwater temperatures continuously
increasing way beyond natural background values, a loss of biodiversity and ecosystem
functioning with ultimately a deterioration of water quality is predicted. In the current
research project ‘Heat below the City’, we target the urban groundwater ecosystems of the
city of Vienna, Austria. 150 groundwater wells distributed all over the city have been
sampled twice, in autumn 2021 and spring 2022. Groundwater samples are analysed for a
large set of physical-chemical, microbiological and faunistic variables, aiming to identify
main drivers of groundwater ecosystem biodiversity and functioning. The focus lies on
temperature induced cascading effects that may lead from ecologically intact oxic habitats
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to anoxic zones lacking fauna with deteriorated water quality. First findings show mean
groundwater temperatures in Vienna to be at 14°C, about 3°C above the natural
background, with anthropogenic heat sources having a main impact on the distribution and
degree of warming. The absence of dissolved oxygen (DO) and NO3 as well as the
presence of Fe2*, SZ" and CHy, hint at zones of reduced groundwater below the city. First
data on physical-chemical conditions, microbiological and faunal communities will be
introduced.
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